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INTHECLAIMS.. 

The following listing of claims replaces any earlier listing: 

L (cunrently amended) A method for transporting bodywork panels (12) of a vehicle, the 
method comprising: 

providing an endless transport device (10), equipped with a plurality of carrier 
units (16) fliat are spaced at intervals in an obliquely upward transport direction (14), 
each respective carrier unit (16) having at least two carrier elements (26) that project 
substantially perpendicular to the transport direction (14) and are spaced at a distance in a 
direction transverse to the transport direction, 

adjusting the intervals between &e carrier units (16) in the transport direction and 
adjusting the distance between the carrier elements (26) in the direction transverse to the 
transport direction, 

stacking an associated group (18) of panels on at least one carrier unit (16), 
transporting the group (18) of panels as far as a panel removal station (20), and 
in each case removing an individual bodywork panel (12) by a panel separation 
device (22), 

wherein at least one of the num ber and the design construction of the carrier 
elements (26) used in a carrier unit ()fi\ c an be varied as a function of the eeam^trif. . 
shape of a bodywork panel f 12V 

wherein th e transport device ts an Inclined transport device, and 

wherein the transport dire ction (14) is adj nfitflhiff 

2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1. further comprisiHp wherein tho 
bodywork panels (13) of a roflpootivo group (1 8 ) of panelo are staolmd and oupportad ot 
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thoir odeoo by o roopootivo one of oaid corriof unita (16) ot o ponol group fontlntion Otatio n 

Stacking and Simborting the hnrivwnrlf panels (12) nf a respective group nn) 
panels at their edges bv a respective one of said carrier units nf^ at a oanel group 
formation station 

3. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, further cnmpriainp whoroin the 
group (18) of panols in tho oorrior - unit (16) is built up by nwons of the guooossivo 
d e position of individual bodywork pon a lo (la) 

building UP the erout> fm of panels in t he carrier unit (16^ bv means of the 
successive de position of individual bodywork panels (121 . 

4. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3, fUrther comprising whoroin tho 
individual bodywork panels (12) oro doposit a d in th e oorrior unit (16) tnanually o f in an 
automat e d monnor, forming tlio group (1 8 ) of ponob 

depositing the individual bodvwork pa nels (12^ in the earner unit (16^ mamially 
or in an automated manner, fo rming the ^up (18) of panelg . 

5. (currently amended) The method as claimed In claim 2, further comprising whoroin tho 
gfoup (1 8 ) of panelg is tronaportod from th e ponol group formation ototion (31) os for as 
tho panel romoval station (20) in a transport dirootion (14) that oxtondo obliquoly upward 

transponing the group fl8) of panels from t he panel emup formation station (7,4 ) 
^^ fer the panel removal station (201 in the o bliouelv upward transport direction fl4V 

6. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, further eompriaing^ whoroin the 
r e sPQOtivo tn-min O H ^ nf pnnnl^ ir trnnrpftrt,^ hy tr n n n p o rt doi r i oo (ip) 
during g prod e finoblo oyolo time, tho oyolo tiroo depending on tho roguirod ponol 
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ceparotion timo of o oomploto group (1 8 ) of pon e lo rospootlvoly looatod at tbo ponol 
r e movnl fltotion (30) 

tranSDOltine the respective pr oup of panels bv means of the transport device 
f 10) dwina a oredefinable cv cie time, the cycle time depenHinp on the renniraH pant.! 
^^ffM^tion time of a complete btoud (18^ of p anels respectively located at the panel 
removal station (lOY 

7. (currently amended) A transport device (10) for transporting bodywork panels (12) of a 
vehicle, the transport device (10) being endless, the transport device comprising: 

a pliurality of cairier units (16) that are spaced at intervals in an obliquely upwanl 
transport direction (14), each respective cairier unit (16) having at least two carrier 
elements (26) projecting substantially perpendicular to the oanspon direction (14) and 
spaced at a distance in a direction transverse to the tramport direction, such that: 

an associated group (18) of panels can be stacked on at least one carrier unit (16), 
the group (18) of panels can be transported as far as a panel removal station (20), 

and 

in each case an individual bodywork panel (12) can be removed by a panel 
separation device (22) at the panel removal station (20), 

wherein the intervals between the carrier units (16) in the transport direction and 
the distance between the earner elements (26) in the direction transverse to the transport 
direction are adjustable, 

wherein at least one Of the num ber and the design construction of the carrier 
elements (26) i^sed in a parrier unit (16> can be varied as a ftin c tion of the geoTnetrir 
Shane of a bodywork panel (]2) , 

wherein the transnort device is an inclined transport davioe, and 

wherein the transport dire ction (14) is adiuBtah| < ^ 

8-10. (cancelled). 
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U. (previously presented) The transport device as claimed in claim 7, wherein it is a chain 
transport device. 

12. (cancelled). 

13. (previously presented) The transport device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the panel 
separation device (22) is consfructed as a panel removal pivoting gripper. 
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